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Tue Lire or Potvearr. 

(Abridged from Cox's Lives of the Fathers ) 

Potycare, the venerable bishop of 
Smyrna, long survived his friend Ig- 
natius, wh’.n, in many respects, he 
seems to have resembled. Like him 
he appears the plain Christian pastor ; 
void of any pretensions to great at- 
tainments in human literature; but 
osund in the faith, esteeming his la- 
bour his reward, and ready to die for 
the Lord Jesus. 

This venerable man was born in 
the East; but the exact place of his 
nativity, and the circumstances of his 
parents, are unknown. At a very 
early period of his life he is reported 
to have been sold as a slave to a no- 
ble matron, whose name was Calisto. 
This lady resided at Smyrna, and is 
said to have possessed a large fortune 
and eminent piety. 

In such a family it may be conjec- 
tured that our young captive experi- 
enced little of the usual rigours of 
slavery’; especially as we have ground 
to believe that he here exchanged the 
galling bondage of sin and Satan, for 
“ the glorious liberty of the children 
of God.” 


———— “ A liberty unsun 

By poets, and by senators unpraised ; 

k’en liberty of heart, derived from heaven ; 

Bought with his blood who gave it to man- 
kind, 

And seal’d with the same token.” 





Daring Polycarp’s continuance with 
this pious mistress, he was not only 
carefully instructed by her in the ru- 
diments of Christianity, but enjoyed 
also the privilege of attending the 
ministry of Bucolus, the vigilant and 
holy bishop of the place. 

bn the death of his kind benefac- 
tress, which happened whilst he was 

Vor. IF. 


still a youth, Polycarp appears im- 
mediately to bone swe dbs. pm stated 
disciple of the apostle John, and an 
inmate in his family; an event which 
he never after referred to without the 
most lively gratitude. The society 
of such a man must, indeed, have 
proved to every real Christian an un- 

able advantage ; but more par- 
ticularly to a well-disposed youth, 
like Polycarp, who had’ there y an 
opportunity not merely of obtaining 
information on the most important 
subjects, but also of modelling his 
yet unformed character by that of an 
eminently pious, amiable, and in- 
spired apostle. 

How long Polycarp resided with 
St. John is not ascertained. But it 
appears he was yet very young when 
appointed deacon under Kenaies, the 
bishop of Smyrna, which office he 
discharged with great labour and suc- 
cess. At length, on the decease of 
his — diocesan, he was, notwith- 
standing his youth, appointed his suc- 
cessor, by the apostle John, and those 
of his brethren who were yet alive. 
‘Thus this venerable minister of Christ; 
received the government of the Church 
at Smyrna from those who had been 
eye-witnesses and ministers of our 
Lord; and, for the long period of 
seventy-four successive years, was 
spared to inculcate those all-important 
doctrines, which he had himself learnt 
from the mouth of an apostle. 

Let us here pause for a moment to 
admire the wonderful operations of 2 
superintending Providence, Polycarp 
at length becomes an invaluable bless- 
ing to the Church of Christ, by re- 
golating, during many years, a nu- 
merous flock with apostolical simpli- 
citys. and training up a succession of 
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pious men for the sacred work of the 
ministry. And how was he brought 
into so important a situation, and 
qualified to discharge the duties of it? 
“ JT will bring the blind by a way that 
they knew not; I will lead them in 
paths that they have not known; I 
will make darkness light before them, 
and crooked things straight. ‘These 
things will Ido unto them, and not 
forsake them.”* In consequence of 
his being placed, whilst a child, in a 
state of servitude, an event which he 
then probably considered as a great 
calamity, he was early trained in the 
ways of God, brought under the mi- 
nistry of a Christian bishop, and, at 


‘length, made the immediate disciple 


of an apostle, who appears more than 


-any of his brethren to have imbibed - 


the spirit of his Divine Master. “ O 
the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out!”"+ It is 
truly profitable to trace the hand of 
God in the accomplishment of his 
own purposes. Such an exercise when 
entered upon with a Christian spirit, 
and regulated by Christian prudence, 
will increase the piety and humility 
of a believer, and excite his gratitude 
and admiration. 

The vicinity of his apostolical friend 
was, doubtless, considered by Poly- 
carp as an invaluable blessing. On 
every emergency he would have an 
inspired teacher to consult; and would 
also frequently be honoured by his 
company, when he paid his pastoral 
visits to the Asiatic churches. 

During the former part of Domi- 
tian’s reign the Christians appear to 
have been unmolested; but towards 
the conclusion of it this emperor in- 
creased in cruelty, and, at length, 
renewed the horrors of Nero’s per- 
secution. Although Polycarp appears 
himself to have escaped the fury of 
the storm, this season must have been 
a peculiarly afflictive one to him, in 
consequence of the banishment and 
subsequent sufferings of his venerable 
friend, the apostle John. 

This dreadful persecution was not 
of very long duration. On the ac- 

* Isaiah xlii. 16. ft Rom: si. 33. 





cession of Nerva to the throne, the 
laws against the Christians appear to 
have been repealed; the chains of 
many worthy persons confined in the 
prison were struck off, and the cap- 
tives permitted to revisit their native 
country. On this occasion John re- 
turned from Patmos, and again su- 
perintended the Asiatic churches. 

In the year 107, Polycarp, as we 
have mentioned above, was visited by 
Ignatius on his way to martyrdom. 
They ha¢ been fellow-disciples of 
the apostle John; but whether they 
had seen each other since that inte- 
resting period cannot now be ascer- 
tained, though, doubtless; the impor- 
tant duties of their respective situa- 
tions must have rendered their visits 
to each other very rare. 

Their meeting on this occasion was 
affectionate in the highest degree, and 
can be more easily conceived than 
described. The solid and precious 
fruits of Polycarp’s ministry were 
most gratifying to his friend, and the 
religious intercourse which they now 
were permitted to enjoy with the de- 
puties from the neighbouring churches 
affurded to all parties the most refined 
pleasure and spiritual benefit. IRgna- 
tius, like another Barnabas, when he 
came, and had seen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted them all, that 
with purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord, who had done 
such great things for them; whilst 
Polycarp was so far from being dis- 
couraged at the approaching martyr- 
dom of his friend, as even to con- 
gratulate him on his sufferings. 

Shortly after Polycarp was left by 
his venerable friend, he received from 
him a letter, which he had an oppor- 
tunity of writing on his journey to 
Rome. After having expressed his 
gratitude to God for their late inter- 
course, he gives Polycarp the most 
suitable advice with respect to the due 
discharge of his pastoral office; the 
benefit of which he probably experi- 
enced to the conclusion of his life. 
“I beseech thee, (says he) by the 
grace with which thou art clothed, te 
press forward in thy course, and to 
admonish all, that they may obtain 
salvation. Be studious of that best 
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of blessings, unity. Bear with all 
men, as also the Lord doth with thee. 
Rear with all in love, as indeed thou 
dost. Pray without ceasing. Ask for 
more understanding than thou hast at 
present. Watch, and possess a spirit 
ever attentive. Speak to each indi- 
vidually, as God shall enable thee. 
Bear with the infirmities of ail, as a 
perfect combatant: the more labeur 
the more reward. 

Towards the conclusion of the epis- 
tle Polycarp is requested to send an 
approved messenger to the Church of 
Antioch to comfort its members, and 
give them every necessary informa- 
tion respecting their venerable bishop. 
Ignatius appears to have been pre- 
vented writing himself, in consequence 
of his hasty removal from ‘Troas. 
This injunction, ‘it is scarcely neces- 
sary to say, was faithfully attended to. 

About the time of Lgnatius’s mar- 
tyrdom, the pious subject of this nar- 
yative wrote an epistle to the Philip- 
pians, which, as well as the epistles of 
Ignatius was, for many years, publicly 
read in the Eastern Churches, and 
has happily survived the ravages of 
time. it makes no pretensions to li- 
terary fame; and, indeed, in pathos 
and vigour, is inferior to those of his 
fellow-disciple. Its object, however, 
is most excellent, for it directly tends 
to promote faith tewards our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the best feelings in 
the heart of every reader. 

From the time that Polycarp wrote 
his epistle we have no account of him 
for many years. We cannot doubt 
he steadily pursued his Christian 
course, regulated his conduct by the 
judicious advice of his deceased friend 
Ignatius, and was made an unspeak- 
able blessing to thousands, by turn- 
ing them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. 

It is highly probable that, during 
his long protracted ministry, Poly- 
carp directed the studies and pursuits 
of many young men who dedicated 
themselves to that sacred office: of 
one only, however, we have any ac- 
count; namely, of Irenzus, who was 
afterwards the bishop of the Church 
at Lyons, and who ever retained the 

greatest regard and reverence for his 
venerable preceptor. 
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During his long life Polycarp must 
also frequently have been called to 
witness the horrid ravages made by 
persecution in the Churches of Christ, 
and the dreadful calumnies which 
were eagerly propagated against them. 

About the year 158, Polycarp tra- 
velled to Rome to hold a conference 
with Anicetus, the bishop of that see, 
respecting the time of keeping Easter. 
It is singular that a circumstance of 
so little importance in itself should, 
at so early a period, and during the 
times of persecution, have excited so 
wuch interest in the Christian world, 
The one party were of opinion that it 
should be observed like the Jewish 
Passover, as a fixed feast at the full 
moon; the other contended that it 
should be considered as a moveable 
festival, aud that it should be observed 
on the Lord’s day following. Each 
party procured their own practice 
from apostolical tradition: Anicctus, 
and the generality of the Western 
Churches, favoured the latter prac- 
tice; Polycarp, and the EasternChurch- 
es, the former. It is not improbable 
that they were both in the right as to 
fact; it being the known practice of 
the apostles to become all things to 
all men in matters of indifference, 
and to comply with the customs of 
every place they came to, as far as 
they innocently could. Hence Poly- 
carp might know that St. John, out 
of this prudential compliance, kept 
Easter upon one day at one place, 
and Anicetus might be equally certain 
that St. Peter observed it upon ano- 
ther day at another place, for the 
same reason. The error then here 
committed was a mistake in judgment, 
and not in fact, a disproportioned and 
excessive zeal in a matter not worth 
contending for. 

But though Polyecarp and Anicetus 
still retained their predilection for 
their former opinions, they felt and 
manifested a sincere regard for each 
other’s character; and each agreed 


to observe his.ewn custom, without . 


any breach of Christian charity. In 
token of their attachment to eaeh 
other being unaltered, they commu- 
nicated together at the Holy Sacra- 
ment, whilst Anicetus, to show his 
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pious men for the sacred work of the 
ministry. And how was ho brought 
into so important a situation, and 
qualified to discharge the duties of it? 
“ T will bring the blind by a way that 
they knew not; I will lead them in 
weer that they have not known; I 
will make darkness light before them, 
and crooked things straight. These 
things will Ido unto them, and not 
forsake them.”* In consequence of 
his being placed, whilst a child, in a 
state of servitude, an event which he 
then probably considered as a great 
calamity, he was early trained in the 
ways of God, brought under the mi- 
nistry of a Christian bishop, and, at 
length, made the immediate disciple 
of an apostle, who appears more than 
any of his brethren to have imbibed - 
the apirit of his Divine Master. “ O 
the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out!" It is 
trul profitable to trace the hand of 
God in the accomplishment of his 
own purposes. Such an exercise when 
entered upon with a Christian spirit, 
and regulated by Christian prudence, 
will increase the piety and humility 
of a believer, and excite his gratitude 
and admiration. 

The vicinity of his apostolical friend 
was, doubtless, considered by Poly- 
carp as an invaluable blessing. On 
every emergency he would have an 
inspired teacher to consult; and would 
also frequently be honoured by his 
company, when he paid his pastoral 
visits to the Asiatic churches. 

During the former part of Domi- 
tian’s reign the Christians appear to 
have been unmolested; but towards 
the conclusion of it this emperor in- 
creased in cruelty, and, at length, 
renewed the horrors of Nero’s per- 
secution. Although Polycarp on 
himself to have escaped the fury of 
the storm, this season must have been 
a peculiarly afflictive one to him, in 
consequence of the banishment and 
subsequent suflerings of his venerable 
friend, the apostle John. 

This dreadful persecution was not 
of very long duration. On the ac- 
~P Isalah xlii, 16.0 — 1 Kom. xi. ir 
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cession of Nerva to the throne, the 


laws against the Christians appear to 
have been repealed; the chains of 
many worthy persons confined in the 
prison were struck off, and the cap- 
tives permitted to revisit their native 
country. On this occasion John re- 
turned from Patmos, and again su- 
perintended the Asiatic churches, 

[n the year 107, Polycarp, as wo 
have mentioned above, was visited by 
Ignatius on his way to martyrdom, 
They had been fellow-disciples of 
the apostle John; but whether they 
had seen each other since that inte- 
resting period cannot now be ascer- 
tained, though, doubtless; the impor- 
tant duties of their respective situa- 
tions must have rendered their visits 
to each other very rare. 

‘Their meeting on this occasion was 
affectionate in the highest degree, and 
can be more easily conceived than 
described. The solid and precious 
fruits of Polycarp’s ministry were 
most gratifying to his friend, and the 
religious intercourse which they now 
were permitted to enjoy with the de- 
puties from the neighbouring churches 
afforded to all parties the most refined 
pleasure and spiritual benefit. Tgna- 
tius, like another Barnabas, when he 
came, and had seen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted them all, that 
with purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord, who had done 
such great things for them; whilst 
Polycarp was so far from being dis- 
couraged at the approaching martyr- 
dom of his friend, as even to con- 
gratulate hin on his sufferings. 

Shortly after Polycarp was left by 
his venerable friend, he received from 
him @ letter, which he had an oppor- 
tunity of writing on his journey to 

Rome. After having expressed his 
gratitude to God for their late inter- 
course, he gives Polycarp the most 
suitable advice with respect to the due 
discharge of his pastoral office; the 
benefit of which be probably experi- 
enced to the conclusion of his life. 
“I besvech thee, (says a) by the 
grace with which thou art clothed, to 


press forward in thy course, and to 
admonish all, that they may obtain 
Be studious of that best 


salvation. 
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of biessings, anity. ‘Bear with all 
men, 28 also the Lord doth with thee 
Bear with allan love, as indeed thon 
dost. Pray withoeat ceasing. Ask for 
more anderstanding than thoa hast af 
present. Watch, and possess a spirit 
ever attentive, Spenk to eavh and 
vidaally, as Grod shal enable thee, 
Bear with the asfiem ties of all, as a 
poitect combatant: the more dabour 
the move reward, 

Low aves tha conelumon of the OPIS 
tle Polyearp us requested to send an 
approved messenger to the Charch of 
Antioch to comfort its members, and 

give them every necessary mforma- 
Lion reapeclng thew venerable inshop. 
Ignatius appears to have been pre- 
vented writuig huneelf, in consequence 
of laa hasty removal from Trias. 
‘Thus injunction, it is seareely neees 
sary to say, Was faithfully attended to. 

About the time of Lynatius’s mar: 
tyrdom, the pions subjeet of this nar 
vative wrote an epiatle te the Philip: 
pins, which, as wellas the epistles of 
Lynatius Was, for many years, publicly 
read in the Basters Churehes, and 
has happily sarvived the ravages of 
Line, ti wakes no pretensions to lie 
terary fame; and, indeed, in pathos 
and vigour, 18 inferioy to those of his 
fellow-diseiple, Its object, however, 
is most excellent, for it direetly tends 
lo promote faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the best feelings in 
the heart of every reader. 

Krom the time that Polyearp wrote 
hia episiio we have no account of him 
for many years. We cannot doubt 
he steadily pursued his Christian 


course, reguiated his conduct by the 


judicious advice of his deceased friend 
Ignatius, and was made an anspeak- 
ible blessing to thensands, by tarn- 
ing them from darkness to Heht, and 
from the power of Satan ante God. 

It is highly probable that, daring 
his long protracted nmimstry, Poty- 
carp directed the stadies and pursuits 
of many young mew who dedicated 
themseives to that sacred office > of 
one only, however, we have any ao- 
count; namely, of Fronwus, who was 
itterwards the bishop of the Chureh 
it Lyons, and who ever retained the 
greatest regard and reverence for his 
‘rnerahle preceptor 
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During his long life Polyearp must 
also frequently have been called to 
witness the horrid ravages made. by 
persecution in the Churches of Christ, 
ami the dreadfel celumnies which 
were eagerly propagtted against them. 

About the year 158, Polycarp tra- 
vellad to Rome to hold a conference 
with Anicetus, the bishop of that see, 
respecting the trme of keeping Easton 
ii is singaler that a circumstance of 
so hithe tmportence in itself should, 
at so early a period, and during the 
times of persecution, have, excited 80 
moh mierest wn the Christian world. 
Vhe one party were of opinion that it 
should be ovserved like the ewish 
Passover , a8 a fixed feast at ~ 
MNO £ the other contended. t 
should be considered as a shiek 
festival, and that it should be observed 
on the Lord’s day following. Each 
party procured their own . practice 
from apostolical tradition: Anicetus 
and the generality of the Western 
Churches, favoured the latter prac- 
tive; Polycarp, and theEasternChurch- 
es, the former. It is not improbable 
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respect and affection for Polycarp, 
insisted on his consecrating the ele- 
ments. Indeed, the amiable spirit of 
our Asiatic bishop seems insensibly 
to have excited the love of the be- 
holder, before he knew how much 
reason there was to admire him. To 
apply the beautiful observation which 
‘Tacitus makes respecting Agricola— 
‘¢ A good man you would readily have 
judged him to be, and would rejoice 
to find that he was a great man.” 

Whilst Polycarp continued inRome 
he became engaged in a much more 
important controversy; and his la- 
bours appear to have been attended 
with considerable benefit to the cause 
of Christianity. The heresy of Mar- 
cion* was at that time prevalent in 
the city; and several persons, who 
had once made a profession of the 
true faith, were seduced by it. In 
the mean time Marcion, in order to 
give weight to his sentiments, endea- 
voured to insinuate into the minds of 
the people, that there was an agree- 
ment in doctrines between himself 
and Polycarp. It is not surprising 
that Marcion should make such an 
attempt, or that Polycarp should con- 
sider it as his duty to use the most 
decisive measures to disclose the 
falsehood of the heretic. 

By this time the venerable subject 
of this narrative was very far ad- 
vanced in years; but he still seemed 
to possess all the energy of youth. 
His zeal in his Divine Master’s cause 
indeed knew no abatement to the 
hour of his martyrdom. The por- 
trait which the pen of inspiration has 
drawn of the venerable Jewish legis- 
lator—“ His eye was not dim, nor 
his natural force abated,” was not 
more characteristic of the aged Moses 
than of the aged Polycarp. 

The whole reign of Marcus Anto- 
ninus, or, as he is frequently called, 
Aurelius, was a most afflictive season 





* This heretic is supposed to have be- 
longed to the sect of the Docetz. He 
rejected the whole of the Old Testament, 
and mutilated the New. He also denied 
that Christ had a human nature; and, in 
addition to these errors, held two princi- 
ples after the manner of the Manichees, 
in order to account for the origin of evil. 


to the Church of God. This emper- 
or, was a virulent persecutor of the 
Christians; and it cannot even be 
said, in extenuation of his crime, that 
he oppressed them through ignorance 
of their moral character. He knew 
them, and yet hated them; and, so 
far from treating them with the least 
commiseration, he encouraged his 
savage magistrates to torture them 
in the most cruel manner. The heart 
sickens at recounting the miseries he 
deliberately inflicted on the helpless 
sufferers, and turns away with dis- 
gust from the royal persecutor and 
his cruel assassins. 

It may at first appear remarkable 
that an emperor, who is celebrated 
by historians for his virtues and ac- 
complishments, should have mani- 
fested such an unrelenting enmity to 
the most harmless of his. subjects. 
But we behold in him a character by 
no means singular; a self-righteous 
moralist, puffed up with pride and a 
sense of his own attainments; and, 
from this very circumstance, feeling 
a peculiar hatred to the humiliating 
doctrines of the Gospel. 

The stoical philosophy, indeed, of 
this emperor had a direct tendency 
to increase his prejudices against 
Christianity and its faithful votaries. 
Did he hear that the Christians en- 
countered every sort of torment un- 
appalled, it was attributed by him to 
no better principle than that of sullen 
and irrational obstinacy; or was he 
informed that they closed their lives 
in fervent prayer and praise, this he 
considered as merely bombastic and 
ostentatious parade ; far different from 
the magnanimous silence and calm 
dignity with which his favourite phi- 
losophers would meet their fate. In 
short, the very sentiments of Aure- 
lius account for his being little af- 
fected with the sufferings of the mar- 
tyrs. According to his own princi- 
ples, he ought not to have been moved 
at all. 

For some time before the martyr- 
dom of Polycarp, persecution raged 
around him in its most terrific forms. 
Numbers were torn with whips, till 
their very veins and arteries were 


laid open; others were condemned 
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to be devoured by wild beasts; and 
others, placed upon the shells of sea- 
fish, were exposed to the most ex- 
quisite torments. In short, every 
step was taken, and every species of 
cruelty was resorted to, that might 
have a tendency to induce the Chris- 
tians to deny their Saviour. One 
who witnessed the persecution ob- 
serves—“ Much did Satan contrive 
against them; but, thanks to God, 
without effect.” So supported, indeed, 
were they by the grace of Christ 
during their bitter sufferings, that 
they seldom uttered a sigh or a groan. 
The fire of their savage tormentors 
was cold to them; for their only de- 
sire was to avoid that fire which is 
unquenchable, and to obtain those 
good things, “ which eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man.” 
During this tremendous season Po- 
lycarp, “ in patience possessed his 
soul,” neither disheartened by the 
fury of his enemies, nor hurried on 
by an undue zeal to present himself 
before them. Cleansed by the blood 
of Christ, and eminently possessed 
of that faith which overcometh the 
world, this aged Christian might, 
with strict propriety; adopt that lan- 
guage which, applied to Cato, is re- 
plete with ignorance and pride: 
* Let guilt or fear 
Disturb man’s rest, Cato knows neither of 
them, 
Indifferent in his choice to sleep or die.” 


At length the we crying out— 
‘“‘ Take away the Atheists : let Po- 
lycarp be sought for;” he was in- 
duced, by the entreaties of his people, 
to retire to a village at no great dis- 
tance, where, with a few friends, he 
was engaged day and night in earnest 
supplication for the Church of Christ. 

The venerable saint had now wea- 
ihered many storms of persecution ; 
and might, perhaps, suppose that the 
same Providence that had so long 
preserved his valuable life, would also 
deliver him from this impending ca- 
ijamity, and finally remove him to 
limself by the gradual decays of na- 
ture. But the days of man are num- 
bered by a wise and gracious God, 
and the manner of his death over- 
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ruled by the same Almighty Being. 
He was now nearly at the end of his 
pilgrimage, and was about to close a 


long and valuable life by an honoura- — 


ble martyrdom, 

Three days previous to his death, 
Polycarp was favoured with a vision 
whilst engaged in prayer, in which it 
was figuratively represented to him, 
that he should be burnt alive. The 
place of his retreat was extorted from 
a young man of his household, and 
his enemies immediately afterwards 
entered his dwelling, As he was, 
however, at that time lying down in 
an upper room, connected with the 
flat roof of the house, he might still 
have possibly escaped them. But he 
now deemed it his duty no longer to 
avoid their scrutiny ; thinking that he 
could not give a nobler testimony to 
his uprightness and confidence in God, 
than by showing to the world that 
these were a sufficient security to hing 
in whatever dangers he might be in- 
volved. No sooner, Rt iy had 
he heard that his enemies were at 
hand, than he calmly exclaimed, 
“ The will of the Lord be done,” 
and with a composed countenance 
entered into their presence. 

The advanced age. of Polycarp, 
and the sanctity of his appearance, 
sensibly impressed them. Some of 
them even said, “ Surely it is not 
worth while to apprehend so old.a 
man!” In the mean time, the mar, 
tyr courteously ordered refreshment 
to be set before them; and, having 
obtained permission to engage in 
prayer, he stood in the midst of them, 
and prayed aloud with remarkable 
fervour and devotion for two succes- 
sive hours. The spectators were as- 
tonished at the scene; and many of 
them repented that they were come 
to seize so divine a character. 

As soon as he had ended his devo- 
tions, in which he had referred to 
the Church in general, and to vari- 
ous individuals that were personally 
known to him, his guards set him on 
an ass, and led him towards the city. 
Whilst on the road, they were met 
by Herod, the Irenarch, or keeper 
of the peace, and his father Nicetas, 
who took him into their chariot, and 
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for some time, by promises and threat- 
ening, endeavoured to induce him to 
sacrifice to the Heathen gods. Find- 
ing, at length, that he remained un- 
moved, they abused the good old man, 
and then cast him down from the cha- 
riot with such violence that his thigh 
was severely bruised by the fall. He, 
however, cheerfully went on with his 
guards to the stadium, as though un- 
hurt. As he was entering the assem- 
bly, a voice from heaven is said to 
have addressed him;—* Be strong, 
Polycarp, and behave yourself like a 
man!” None saw the speaker; but 
many that were present heard the 
voice. When he was brought before 
the tribunal, the proconsul, struck 
with his appearance, earnestly ex- 
horted him to pity his advanced age, 
to swear by the fortune of Cesar, 
and to say, “‘ Away with the Atheists,” 
a term of reproach then commonly 
attached to the Christians. The saint, 
with his hand directed to the multi- 
tude, and his eyes lifted up to heaven, 
with a solemn countenance, said, 
«‘ Away with the Atheists ;” thereby 
intimating his fervent desire that true 
religion might prosper, and impiety 
be restrained. The proconsul still 
continued to urge him to apostatize. 
“ Reproach Christ,” said he, “ and 
I will immediately release you.” 
Fired with a holy indignation, the 
aged martyr replied, “ Eighty and 
six years have 1 served him, and he 
hath never wronged me; how then 
can I blaspheme my King and my 
Saviour!” Being still urged to re- 
cant, he added, “If you affect igno- 
rance of my real character, hear me 
plainly declare what 1 am—Z ama 
Christian.” “ I have wild beasts :” 
said the proconsul, “ I will expose 
you to haw; unless you repent.” 
«¢ Call them,” cried the martyr. “We, 
Christians, are detérmined in ‘our 
minds not to change from good to 
evil.” “ IT will tanie your spirit by 
fire,” said the other, “ since you de- 
spise the wild beasts, if' you will not 
recant.” “ You threaten me with 
fire,’ answered Polycarp, “ which 
burns for'an hour; but you are igno- 
rarit of the future judgment; and of 
the fire of eternal punishment, re- 
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served for the ungodly. But why do 
yeu delay? Do what you please.” 

Firm and intrepid he stood before 
the council, not only contemning, 
but even desirous of death. In the 
mean time the proconsuv! was evi- 
dently embarrassed ; but at length he 
sent a herald to proclaim thnice in 
the assembly, “ Polycarp has professed 
himself a Christian.” 

At first the populace desired that a 
lion should be let out against him; 
but, as this could not then conveni- 
ently be done, as the shows of wild 
beasts were ended, they cried out 
with one voice, “ Polycarp shall be 
burnt alive!” The sentence was ex- 
ecuted with all possible speed; for 
the people immediately gathered fuel 
from the work-shops and baths, the 
poor infatuated Jews distinguish ng 
themselves in this employment with 
peculiar malice. In the mean time 
the martyr cheerfully awaited his 
fate, fearing neither death nor the 
horrible form in which it was now 
presented to him. 

Every thing being at length pre- 
pared for burning him, the execu- 
tioners were proceeding to nail him 
to the stake, when he exclaimed, 
“ Let me reinain as I am; for he 
who giveth me strength to sustain the 
fire, will enable me also, without 
being secured by nails, to remain un- 
moved in the fire.” They, therefore, 
only bound him. 

Polycarp then offered up the fol- 
lowing prayer—“ O Lord God Al- 
mighty, the Father of thy beloved 
and blessed Son Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have attained the know- 
ledge of thee; the God of angels and 
nine pr and of every creature, 
and of all the just who live in thy 
sight! I bless thee, that thou hast 
vouchsafed to bring me to this day 
and this hour; that I should have a 
part in the number of thy martyrs in 
the cup of Christ, for the resurrec- 
tion to eternal life both of soul and 
body, in the incorruption of the Holy 
Ghost ; among whom may I be ac- 
cepted before thee this day, as a sa- 
crifice well savoured and acceptable, 
as thou, the faithful and true God, 
hast ordained, promised, and art now 
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fulfilling. Wherefore I praise thee 
for all those things; I bless thee, I 
glorify thee, by the eternal High 
Priest, Jesus Christ, thy beloved Son, 
by whom, and with whom, in the 
Holy Spirit, be glory to thee both 
now and for ever. Amen.” 

As soon as Polycarp had finished 
his prayer, the executioner lighted 
the fire, which blazed to a great 
height ; and the flame, making a kind 
of arch, like the sail of a ship filled 
with wind, surrounded the body of 
the holy martyr. One of the execu- 
tioners perceiving that his body was 
not burnt, plunged his sword into it, 
and then cast it down into the flames, 
where it was soon consumed. And 
now, like another Elijah, he ascended 
in a chariot of fire; but not without 
having first communicated a portion 
of his spirit to those around him. 

This venerable saint was martyred 
in the year of our Lord one hundred 
and sixty-seven, and about the one 
hundred and twentieth year of his 
own age. Eleven Christians suffered 
with him. 

As some of the brethren, who had 
witnessed the martyrdom of Polycarp, 
were gathering up his bones to bury 
them, the Jews, their inveterate ene- 
mies, suggested to the Heathen ma- 
gistrates that the Christians wished 
to pay him divine honours. Their 
own remark on the subject is impor- 
tant, as it shows that they worshipped 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and also that 
an idolatrous veneration of departed 
saints, so awfully prevalent in latter 
times, was as yet unknown in Chris- 
tendom. “ It is not possible,” they 
observed, “ for us to forsake Christ, 
who suffered for the salvation of all 
who are saved of the human race, or 
ever to worship any other. We adore 
him as being the Son or Gop; but 
we justly love the martyrs as disci- 
ples of the Lord, and for their dis- 
tinguished affection to him.’’* 

Thus was the long protracted and 
useful life of this venerable saint at 
length terminated by .martyrdom. 
Such appears to have been the se- 
renity of his mind, that none of the 
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accidents of life could discompose 
him; and such hisChristian fortitude, 
that not even the severest punishments 
could unman him. Raised above the 
vicissitudes of this perishing world, 
he knew in whom had believed, 
and was willing that Christ should 
be magnified in his body, whether. it 
were by life or death. In merely 
human acquisitions many have been 
his superiors; but in simplicity of 
character, apostolical zeal, love to 
the Saviour, and in every virtue that 
can adorn the life of a Christian, he 
shines resplendent, - 


** Velut inter ignes 
Luna minores.” 


We conclude this account with 
our Lord’s address to the angel, or 
bishop, of the Church at Smyrna, 
who was most probably none other 
than this holy martyr. If so, we may 
regard this short epistle as a Divine 
epitome of his history. The poverty 
and eminent piety of Polycarp—the 
grievous persecution of the hurch, 
at Smyrna, arising from the contriv- 
ance of Satan—the Jews persecuting 
and misrepresenting the Christians 
—and, perhaps, the martyrdom of 
Polycarp are referred to in this epis- 
tle of our Lord. 

* Unto the angel of the Church 
in Smyrna write: These things saith 
the First, and the Last, which was 
dead, and is alive; I know thy works, 
and tribulation, and poverty (but thou 
art rich;) and I know the blasphemy 
of them which say they are Jews, 
and are not, but are the synagogue 
of Satan. Fear none of those thin 
which thou shalt suffer. Behold, the 
devil shall cast some of you into pri- 
son, that ye may be tried; and ye 
shall have tribulation ten days. Be 
thon faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.””* ieee 


A CONFESSION. 

O Gop, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the maker of all things, 
and the judge of all men, I acknow- 
ledge and Jament my manifold sins 





. ’ Rev., ii, 8—10, 
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and wickednéss, which from time to 
time I have most grievously commit- 
ted by thought, word, and deed against 
thy divine majesty. O Lord, I have 
erred and strayed from thy ways like 
2 lost sheep; I have followed too 
much the devices and desires of mine 
own heart; I have offended against 
thy holy laws; I have left undone 
those things which I ought to have 
done; and I have done those things 
which I ought not to have done; and 
there is no health in me. I do earn- 
estly repent, and am heartily sorry 
for these my misdoings; the remem- 
brance of them is grievous unto me; 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Do thou then, O God, look down 
upon me with tenderness and compas- 
sion ; do thou, whose nature and pro- 
perty is ever to have mercy and to 
forgive, pardon all that is past; for- 
give me all mine offences; deliver me 
rom all blindness of mind, hardness 
of heart, and contempt of thy word 
and commandments; from all covet- 
ous desires, and inordinate love of 
riches; from pride, vain-glory, and 
hypocrisy, FP from envy, h&tred, 
malice, and uncharitableness. And 
create in me, O God, a new and con- 
trite heart, that so, by truly lament- 
ing and forsaking my sins, 1 may ob- 
tain of thee, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness ; 
and grant that I may ever hereafter 
live righteously, soberly, and godly, 
and earnestly endeavour to serve and 
— thee in newness of life, to the 
onour and glory of thy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 





A Praver for True Contrition. 


Mosr gracious God, full of com- 
Passion, long-suffering, and of great 
pity, who sparest when we deserve 
punishment, and in thy wrath thinkest 
upon mercy; cause me earnestly to 
repent, and heartily to be sorry for 
all my misdoings; make the remem- 
brance of them so burdensome and 
painful to me, that I may flee to thee 
with a troubled spirit, and a contrite 
heart. Forgive me all the sins which 
I can now call to my remembrance ; 
and forgive me likewise all my trans- 


gressions of thy holy will, which may 
now be out of the reach of my me- 
mory, but which have been open to 
thine all-sesing eye, and are known 
to thee with all their circumstances 
and aggravations. Pardon me, O 
Lord, according to the abundant 
goodness of thy nature, and the de- 
clarations made by thy Son Jesus 
Christ; and grant me that forgive- 
ness which I can neither ask nor ex- 
pect, but upon those terms and con- 
ditions which thy holiness and mercy 
have laid down in the gospel. And 
as I am truly sensible that no forgive- 
ness can be expected, according to thy 
word, without amendment of life, I 
seriously renounce all communica- 
tion with whatever is displeasing to 
thee, and sincerely resolve to make 
it my great endeavour to correct 
every thing that is amiss in my temper 
and behaviour, and to bring myself 
still nearer to thy holiness and perfec- 
tion. Forgive me, therefore, as thou 


hast promised by thy dearly-beloved. 


Son ; visit, comfort, and relieve me ; 
cast me not away from thy presence, 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me ; but excite in me true repentance 
and contrition; give me knowledge 
of thy truth, inf confidence in thy 
mercy ; and in the world to come life 
everlasting, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
b—— —__, ___} 
THE BENEFIT OF READING THE SCRIP- 


TURES. 


(From Reading on the Lessons of Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer.) 


We are taught both in the Law 
and the Gospel, that it is our first 
and greatest duty to love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, and soul, 
and mind, and strength. In order 
to which it. is absolutely necessary 
that we should know God; but how 
can we know him, otherwise than by 
that Revelation which he hath made 
of himself, in his own word? 

This word is in our houses and our 
churches, so easy to be known that 
no Christian, man, woman, or child, 
can, without great neglect, be ig- 
norant of it. And it is so necessary, 
and so proper to warm our hearts 
with the love of God, that without 
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this word I think this love would 
have been enjoined us to no purpose. 

We cannot love God, until we 
know both him and ourselves: Him 
to be our Creator, Redeemer, and 
Preserver ; and ourselves to be wholly 
dependent upon him for life and health, 
and all things which we now enjoy, or 
hope for and expect hereafter. And this 
knowledge is taught us in holy Scrip- 
ture so plainly, that a child may Jearn 
it, as many children have done, and 
been very remarka le for their love 
of God. 

Our case had been very miserable, 
if we had been left to collect the love 
of God to us, and our obligations to 
him, from the bare works of nature, 
or the dark and cold hints of Pagan 
writers. Not one man in ten thou- 
sand could ever have attained to any 
competent measure of the knowledge 
and love of God, by such means as 
these. And, therefore, herein is the 
Jove of God magnified towards us, 
in that he hath made such a revela- 
tion of himself, as is most proper and 
powerful to excite in us that love 
which he requires of us. 

The holy Scriptures teach more of 
God to the meanest capacity, in a 
few lines, than the wisdom of So- 
crates and Plato was able to discover 
of him in an age. So slow are hu- 
man wits to learn the perfections of 
the Divine Majesty from the things 
that are seen, that they have idolized 
most of the creatures in heaven, earth, 
and sea; and lost the knowledge, fear, 
and love of the true God, in such 
kind of idolatry, that is, in setting 
up the creature aboye the Creator. 

This charge is true, and can be 
proved by the histories of all nations 
of the Gentile world. And was this 
the way to be filled with the love of 
God? No, surely; we must. have 
another kind of knowledge of him, 
before we can heartily love him. 

I do not know one character among 
all the pagan deities, that is sufficient 
to win the sincere leve and esteem 
of any considerate man. There is 
something so monstrously vicious and 
aborainable in them all, as provokes 
our detestation rather than our love. 

But now to render the Divine Be- 


The Benefit of Reading the Holy Scriptures. 4h 


ing amiable to us, he must be repre- 
sented perfectly holy, just, and good; 
free from all defects and corruptions 
whatsoever; and so indeed the hol 

Scriptures most truly represent him, 

The Scriptures, therefore, are the 
best means of warming our hearts 
with the love of God: as sach they 
are recommended, and to this end the 
diligent reading and hearing of them 
is enjoined us. ‘Thus Moses, (Deut. 
vi.) after he hath charged Israel to 
love the Lord their God with all their 
heart, and soul, and might, enforces 
his charge by this very argument of 
a diligent perusal of holy Scripture. 
“ These words,” adds he, “ which I 
command thee this day, shall be in 
thy heart; and thou shalt teach them 
diligently to thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thy 
house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up. And thou shalt 
bind them for a sign upon thy hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between 
thine eyes: And thou shalt write 
them upon the posts of thine house, 
and on thy gates.” 

This injunction an observing rea- 
der will easily see is subjoined to the 
first command, on purpose to lead us 
into the right way of attaining to the 
love of God. We cannot attain to 
it without a diligent perusal of his 
word; so diligent, as that we may 
get it by heart in sense and substance ; 
and, as much as may be, in the very 
words. 

In conformity to this exhortation 
of Moses, our Christian Fathers have 
so ordered the method of our educa- 
tion, that the Holy Bible, and Prayer 
Book, and Catechism composed from: 
thence, should be the first books which 
are put into our hands, to teach us 
our mother-tongue; and that they 
should be read at home, as-well as at 


school, before all others, in order te- 


enlighten tender minds with the know- 
ledge and love of God, and to fortify 
young persons against those sinful. 
temptations which they will -be-sure 
to meet with in the world, when they’ 
come to act their part in it. 

This is the most effectual way of 
bringing mankind to love God. We 
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shall, by much reading, grow well 
acquainted with God’s dispensations 
and dealings with the children of men, 
and plainly see how much his provi- 
dence is concerned in the ordering of 
human affairs, and thence be per- 
suaded to be obedient to him as our 
gracious Father and most mighty Pro- 
tector. Are not we taught and as- 
sured in his word, that we are, through 
Christ, his adopted children; that in 
him we live, and move, and have 
our being; that he is the author and 
giver of all the good things which 
we enjoy in this world; and that when 
we have finished our mortal course 
here, he will raise us out of our graves, 
so changed for the better, that we 
shall live for ever, and shine glori- 
ously, and enjoy perf«ct happiness to 
all eternity! 

This is what we are taught in the 
word of God; and it is fit that we 
should have his word for all this: 
for otherwise we should want proper 
arguments to induce us to love him 
with all our heart, and soul, and 
strength, and mind. For this love 
must be founded in that relation which 
there is betwixt God and us, and in 
a sense of our continual dependence 
upon him for all the mercies which 
we receive in this life, and all that 
we hope for in that which is to come. 

If there were any other being be- 
sides God, from whom we receive 
more good things than we do from 
him, to that being we should owe a 
a oy degree of love. And this, 
indeed, is the pernicious error of sin- 
ful men, that they frame to them- 
selves otier fountains of their happi- 
ness. But it is not possible that there 
should be any other besides God, 
since he is not only infinitely good in 
himself, but infinitely beneficent to 
mankind; and, being the creator and 
disposer of all things, he directs them 
to serve us, and endues them with 
virtue and power to helpus; whereas of 
themselves they would prove utterly 
insipid and useless to us. | 

I put this case to show, that our 
love to God is founded in his benefi- 
cence to us; and that since he is our 
supreme Benefactor, we are bound 
to love him in that'superlative degree 
which he requires of us. 


[ No. 3. 


We admire God for his wisdom 
and knowledge, and fear him for his 
power, and praise him for the mani- 
festations of that power in all his 
works: But we love him for the riches 
of his goodness, which is continually 
applying his infinite wisdom, know- 
ledge, and power, to our present and 
everlasting health and salvation. 

And, therefore, that we may ar- 
rive at this high degree of love to- 
wards God, we must be often looking 
into that storehouse of all divine per- 
fections, the holy Scripture, helping 
ourselves with such expositions as 
display more at large, i which 
are too contracted; reconcile seeming 
inconsistencies, and clear up other 
difficulties. 

There certainly are sufficient rea- 
sons in the laws, the promises, the 
histories of these sacred books, and 
the gracious addresses and invitations 
ef God to mankind, to move us all 
to love him above all things. But 
then we must take care to do our duty 
toGod, according to that plain and er 
account of it contained in our Chure 
Catechism, which, though learned by 
us in our childhood, is, nevertheless, 
intended for our practice through all 
stages of life. More especially we 
must often draw nigh to him in holy 
worship. For they who neglect the 
worship of God, lay themselves open 
to the temptations of the world, and 
the snares of the devil; and, being 
conscious how much they have offend- 
ed God, they shua him, and dread 
him ‘as their enemy, as it is natural 
for them to do; and, consequently, 
it is impossible for people in such cir- 
cumstaiaces to love God. 

For, as friends are alienated by 
keeping at a distance, and leaving off 
mutual civilities and good offices ; 
and, on the contrary, strangers are 
made friends, and reconciled in their 
manners and affections by frequent 
communications one with another: 
just so it is betwixt God and man. If 
we draw nigh to him, he has pro- 
mised to draw nigh to us. And ‘how 
can we approach him, but by a holy 
communion with him, in the ordi- 

nances of his word and worship? 


‘There-we speak to God, and God te 
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us, upon subjects of the most sublime 
nature and last importance: and what 
is required to make such communica- 
tions comfortable to us, but faith and 
love on our part? 


Ses 

of Valedictory Address, delivered at a Ge- 

nevral Meeting ef the Society for Promot- 
ing Christiza Kuewledge, on Tuesday, 
Mey 17th, 1814,, by the Right Rev. Fa- 
ther in God, George Henry (Law,) Lord 
Bishop of Chester, in the Name of the 
Seciety, to the Right Rev. Father in God, 
Thomas Fanshaw (Mivo.eten,) Lord Bi- 
shop of Calcutta, previous to his Depar- 
ture for India; together with his Lord- 
ship's Reply. (Extracted from the Re- 
port of the Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge.) 

‘nr Society having had great reason 
to rejoice that Calcutta had been erected 
into an Episcopal See, and that Dr. Tho- 
mas Fanshaw Middleton, Archdeacon of 
Huntingdon, had been consecrated Bishop 
thereof, have granted a vote of credit 
to the said Bishop, to the extent of 10002. 
to enable his Lordship to promote the ob- 


jects of this Society in India, in such 


ways as he shall deem most consonant to 
the Society’s designs. Before the de- 
parture of the Lord Bishop of Calcutta 
trom London, in order to his embarka- 
tion for India, the following Valedictory 
Address was delivered to his Lordship, 
at the Board of the Society, by the Lord 
Bishop of Chester. 

My Lord Bishop of Calcutta,—Though 
I am sensible that many members of this 
Society would discharge the office I have 
undertaken with much greater weight 
and effect; yet still, on every other ac- 
count, most sincerely co 1 rejoice that it 
has fallen to my lot to offer to your Lord- 
ship this Address from the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

In the first place, we hail the appoint- 
ment of a Bishop in India, as a fortunate 
and favourable omen to the cause of Re- 
ligion. The establishment of Episcopacy 
there will, as we have reason to think, 
most effectually check every erroneous 
doctrine, stop the wild progress of en- 
thusiasm, and spread the knowledge of 
uncorrupted Christianity over a country 
of great extent, and of an immense popu- 
lation. That it is you who have been sin- 

Jed out for this new and important station 
is an additional cause of great and general 
satisfaction. ‘‘ When it goeth well with 
the righteous, the city rejoiceth.” 

This same.event cannot, also, but be a 
source of the purest pleasure to a mind 
like your’s. A wide field is opened to 
your talents and zeal. To you is com- 
mitted the Apostolical charge of diffusing 
the light of the Gospel where its rays 
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have scarcely penetrated; and of becom- 
mg, in the hand of Providence, as we 
lope and pray, the blessed means of esta- 
blishing multitudes in the faith. 

But this, our joy, both on pubiie and 
private account, 1s mixed, as most other 
gratifications are, with feelings of a dif- 
ferent and opposite nature. We lose the 
friend—the zealous and able advocate of 
our civil and ecclesiastieal establish. 
ments—the warm supporter of this ex- 
cellent Institution. It cannot, therefore, 
be a subject of surprise or blame if, on 
the present occasion, at least, our feel- 
ings of this kind too much predominate. 

The circumstances of this day may, 
perhaps, sometimes recur to your mind 
when on the trackless deep, or in a dis- 
tant clime. But, whenever they do recur, 
be assured that you are bearing with you 
the esteem—the gratitude—and the af- 
fection of every member of this Society. 
As to myself, it will ever be the source 
of pleasing recollection, that I have min- 
gled my regrets with theirs, and that I 
have offered to vou what I never offer but 
at the shrine of virtue, the tribute of my 
respect and regard. 

But I have too long detained you from 
the immediate business of this meeting. 
Let me then, now, in the name of this 
very venerable Socicty, present to you 
their 

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS. 

The Saciety for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge desire, with sentiments of 
profound respect, to offer to your Lord- 
ship their sincere congratulations on 
your elevation to the Episcopal See of 
Calcutta. 

The intercourse of a religious charac- 
ter which has long subsisted between 
this Society and the British Dominions 
in the East-Indies, had given us abundant 
reason to recognise the indispensable ne- 
cessity of the establishment of an Episco- 
pal government there, in order to secure, 
in any competent measure, the due cele- 
bration of the ordinances of Divine Wor- 
ship, and the advantages of Christian in- 
struction to the European inhabitants : 
and not less frequent occasions have 
arisen to satisfy us, that without this im- 
portant additional instrument, the endea- 
yours must be, in a great degree, hazard- 
ous, and ineffectual to propagate a pure 
and reformed faith among the Pagan and 
Mahomedan nations of that vast empire.— 
It is with unfeigned satisfaction, there- 
fore, that we saw, in the recent Act for 
the renewal of the Charter of the Honour- 
able East-India Company, a provision 
made, towards the attainment of this un- 
speakable blessing, in the power given to 
his Majesty to erect and constitute a 
Bishoprick, with such jurisdiction and 
functions as should, from time to time, 
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be limited by his Majesty, by Letters Pa- 
tent under the great Seal of the United 
Kingdom. 

The great benefits which this Society 
has derived from your Lordship’s coun- 
sels and co-operation in all its undertak- 
ings; and not the least in that depart- 
ment which relates especially to the re- 
iigiaus concerns of the Eastern parts of 
the World, requires of us to declare that 
the measure of our utmost hopes, in this 
matter, was amply fulfilled when we saw 
vou called, under the special Providence 
of Almighty God, by the command of his 

toyal Highness the Prince Regent, to 
this high and arduous office. 

Fyrom this moment, therefore, this So- 
ciety looks with fresh hopes towards the 
Fast; and feels itself under a pressing 
obligation to persevere in, and augment 
ta the utmost of its power, those efforts, 
in which it has been long engaged, in be- 
lialf of the maintenance there, and the 
farther advancement of tlie Kingdom of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour. 

And if we may be permitted, on this 
interesting occasion, briefly to udvert to 
the nature of those efforts, we would beg 
leave to remind your Lordship, 

That more than one hundred years 
have elapsed since the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge first began 
to labour in this vineyard : 

That, in the progress of this inter- 
val of time, through the aid of our Mis- 
sionaries, the consolations and instruc- 
tions of the Gospel have been extended 
to many of our countrymen, placed (other- 
wise) in circumstances of peculiar spiri- 
tual privation and danger; and that many 
thousands of the natives have been con- 
verted from idols to the living God. 

—-That, even from the earliest date 
of our connexion with the East, we have 
made it a special object of our concern 
to afford to the natives an opportunity of 
hearing and reading the Word of God in 
their vernacular tongues. 

—-That the Liturgy of the Church of 
England has likewise been translated and 

rinted by our Missionaries, and is used 

y them in Public Worship. 

——That many other religious books 
and tracts, in the English and other Eu- 
ropean languages, and in sundry of the 
native dialects of Hindostan, have been, 
from time to time, sent over by this So- 
ciety, or have been translated and printed 
there under its patronage, to the incalcu- 
lable spiritual advantage of multitudes 
of our own fellow-creatures : 

And, finally,——~That, under the per- 
suasion of the essential importance of en- 
grafting the best principles in the young 
and tender mind, this Society have ever 
been anxious to promote and encourage 
the erection of shools for the instruction 
of the children, as well of Europeans as 
natives. 








These, in few words, lave ever been, 
and still are, the objects in which this 
Society is especially desirous to be made 
an instrument, in the hands of Divine 
Providence, for the maintenance and pro- 
pagation of the Christian Religion in the 
British Dominions in the East-Indies ; 
and these, we have the consolation to 
know, will be among the choicest objects 
of your Lordship’s selicitude and caré in 
your weighty charge. 

We entreat, therefore, with all defe- 
rence and respect, that you will con- 
descend to honour, with such portion of 
your countenance, protection, and super- 
intendence, as they may seem.to deserve, 
those exertions which henceforward, by 
the blessing of Divine Providence, this 
Society may be enabled to make in pro- 
secution of the above designs. 

And we beg further, respectfully, to in- 
vite your favourable attention to certain 
printed documents, in conformity to 
which Diocesan Committees, in connexion 
with this Society, have been recently es- 
tablished, under the special recommenda- 
tion and patronage of the Right Reverend 
Prelates of England and Wales, in almost 
all parts of this kingdom, and from which 
the most beneficial consequences have 
been found to ensue. A great Eastern 
Institution, to be erected upon this model, 
and cmbracing, in friendly combination, 
the several grand objects already referred 
to, has long been a matter of the earnest 
and anxious wishes of this Society; and 
to the uttermost would all our desires be 

atified, if the establishment of such ar 
institution might be coeval with the aus- 
Ppicious moment of your Lordship’s arri- 
val there, and be permitted to grow up 
under the shelter of your fostering wing. 

That the Almighty may bless you with 
a prosperous voyage, and crown with am- 
ple success your Lordship’s efforts for 
the advancement of his Kingdom and 
Glory, ig the earnest prayer of the So- 
ciety for Promoting Christian Know- 


ledge.” 
Reply of the Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 


My Lord Bishop of Chester,—I cannot 
proceed to notice the interesting and im- 
portant matter contained in the Valedic- 
tory Address, with which I have been ho- 
noured, without having first offered to 
your Lordship my sincere acknowledg- 
ments for the singularly kind expressions 
with which your Lordship has been pleas- 
ed to introduce it. I shall, indeed, my 
Lord, to adopt your Lordship’s affecting 
language, whether “on the trackless 
deep, o¢ in a distant clime,” recollect 
“the circumstances of this day;” and 
most refreshing will it be to my wearied 
spirits in moments of difficulty and dis- 
couragement, for which I must not be un- 
prepared, to be permitted to believe, on 
the authority of your Lordship, that I 
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bear with me the favourable opinion and 
friendly regards of the Members of this 
venerable Society. My pretensions to 
this high distinction the kindness of your 
Lordship’s nature has exceedingly over- 
rated; but my sense of its value I cannot 
exaggerate, or even adequately express. 
In the approbation of this Society is con- 
veyed to my feelings whatever could be 
due to the best directed efforts, and most 
signal services, in the cause of Religion, 
of order, and of peace: it is the testi- 
mony of those who are distinguished hy 
knowledge, by rank, by piety, and by 
Christian zeal, in the greatest of Clris- 
tian nations, and in the proudest period 
of her existence. 

Impressed with these sentiments of 
the venerable Socicty, and persuaded of 
the vast importance of the objects to 
which its labours have been unceasingly 
directed, I need not hesitate to offer it the 
pledge of my assurance, that in the dis- 
tant Empire, the spiritual concerns of 
which the Almighty has committed to my 
superintendence, I shall feel it to be my 
duty, so far as my. ability may extend, to 
countenance and to promote the objects 
af the Society, especially those to which 
my attention has been called in this Ad- 
dress. In common with the Society, I 
have ever been of opinion, that if the dif- 
ficulties of diffusing the light of the Gos- 
pel through the Eastern World can be 
successfully encountered, (and the sure 
Word of God forbids us to despair) it 
can be only by establishing among our 
countrymen in Asia the form of Church- 
government derived from the Apostles, 
by inculcating attention to Divine ordi- 
nances, by unity of doctrine in the teach. 
ers of Religion, and by a departure from 
iniquity among all who name the name of 
Christ. That the Society has, for more 
than acentury, unremittingly endeavour- 
el to instil into the minds both of the 
natives and of our countrymen in India 
sentiments favourable to the diffusion of 
the Gospel, is admitted by all who are ac- 
quainted with its proceedings, and whose 
candour is open to the truth. Much of 
the Christianity which subsists in those 
regions has been planted under its aus- 
pices, and nurtured by its care; and the 
exemplary conduct of those holy men 
whom it has sent forth to bear the glad 
tidings of the Gospel of Peace, their tem- 
perate zeal, their conciliating manners, 
their patience in well-doing, and their 
devotion to the cause of Christ, have sup- 
ported the credit of the Missionary name, 
and have contributed to refute the mis- 
representations of iguorant or interested 
men. : 

I am not unacquainted with the printed 
documents to which the Address refers 
me, in conformity to which Diocesan 
Committees, under the sanction of the 
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Right Reverend Prelates of England and 
Wales, have been éstablished in most 
parts of this kingdom; and I pray for 
their multiplieation, as the most effectual 
means of extending the blessed influence 
of the Society at home. Happy, indeed, 
shail I deem myself if Providence should 
enable me, by any exertion of diligence 
and zeal, to establish an Eastern Institu- 
tion, {vamed upon the same admirable mo- 
del, and co-operating with the Society in 
its benevolent designs. But, whatever bé 
the result of this and of my other endea- 
vours, I would only entreat that the So- 
ciety will be assured of my earnest de- 
sire to promote the objects which it has 
tris day recommended to me; and not'to 
impute to indifferenée or inattention any 
failure or delay, for which the acknow- 
fledged difficulties ef my situation may 
afford a reasonable excuse. Unfeignedly 
could I wish that so arduous an under- 


taking had been committed to stronger | 


powers; but my trust is in the Almighty, 
who can call forth strength out of weak- 
ness. Already ain [ deeply impressed with 
the awful responsibility of my charge ; 
and in the execution of my duties I shalt 
feel that, undér the Divine protection, I 
possess some security against the mis- 
chiefs of an erroneous judgment in my 
firm attachment to the doctrines and dis- 
cipline of the Church of England. , 

I now take leave of the venerable So- 
ciety, with my warmest thanks for this 
and every other mark of its regard, de- 
siring to be remembered in its prayers: 


5 ——————___ ] 
The Annual Meeting of the Protest 
ani Episcopal Tract Society was 


held in the Vestry-Room of Tri- 
nity Church, on Thursday evening, 


February 5th, 1818, and the fol- 


lowing officers elected: 


Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, (ex-officio ) 
Presfttent. 

Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, Ist 
Vice-President. 

John Watts, M. D. 2d Vice-President. 


Rev. William Creighton, 3d Vice-- 


President. 
Cornelius R. Duffie, Treasurer. 
William E. Dunscomb, Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 
Edward W. Willkings, Recording Se- 
cretary. 
Thomas N, Stanford, Agent. 
Trustees.—John J. Lambert, Mur- 
ray Hoffman, William Onderdonk, 
jun, William H. Harison, Anthon 
Barclay, Floyd Smith, John Smyth 
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Rogers, Charles Nicholls, Lioyd 8. 
Daubeny, Alexis P. Proal, William 
Tripler, Luther Bradish, David Aus- 
ten, Benjamin Haight, Isaac Col ford 
Jones, Cornelius S. Bartow, Chris- 
topher Wolfe, Anthony Bleecker. 
The Tracts published by the So- 
ciety may be purchased, or procured 
for gratuitous distribution, of the 
Agent, at No. 160 Pearl-street. 


Report of the Board of Trustees of 
the Protestant Episcopal Tract So- 
ciety, submitted at the Annual Mc+t- 
ing of February 5th, 1818. 


Tre Board of Trustees cannot re- 
frain from expressing their devout 
acknowledgments to Almighty God, 
whose goodness has enabled them to 
assemble with their constituents on 
the occasion of another anniversary. 

It would have been an additional 
gratification to the feelings of the 
Board, if, on the present occasion, 
they were able to present the Society 
with a more interesting detail of its 
operations, than that which they now 
offer. The want of an adequate dis- 
posable fund, and a disinclination on 
the part of your Board to contract 
any new debt, have confined the pro- 
ceedings of the Society soleiy to the 
distribution of its former stock of 
‘Yracts. ‘They anxiously indulge the 
hope that the period is not far distant 
when this want will no longer exist, 
and the means of the Society, through 
the pious liberality of their brethren, 
become more enlarged. 

By the regulations of the Society, 
‘he contributions at the time “of sub- 
scribing, together with the life sub- 
scriptions and donations, with one 
half the interest thereon, constitute 
a penmanert fund, and, of course, not 
subject to disbursement. 

The disposable. monies arise from 
the annual subscriptions, the sales of 
‘Tracts, and the remaining half of 
the intere-t of the permanent fund. 
‘yom this outline of their plan, and 
by a view of their Treasurer’s account, 
it will be seen that the means of your 
Board, have been very much circum. 
scribed. They have pleasure, how- 
ever, in stating, that during the past 
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year, the permanent fund has been 
more than doubled. 

Since the formation of the Society, 
in the autumn of L810, its Board of 
Trustees have been enabled to pub- 
lish 60,250 Tracts, in an uniform 
series of thirteen numbers. Of this 
number we have records of distribu- 
tions, and some few sales, amounting 
in all to 39,833 Tracts. There have 
likewise been purchased and distri- 
buted within this peried, a large 
number of the Church Catechism, 
of the Coinpanion to the Prayer Book, 
and of other bovks of devotion and 
instruction. 

The stock of Tracts on hand in 
the depository of the Society, at the 
last anniversary, was 28,423. Of 
these we have advantageously distri- 
buted 8,026. Consequently there re- 
main in the depositary 20,397 Tracts. 
It appears from the communications 
of the Agent, that more than 5,000 
Tracts have been given, for distribu- 
tion, to the clergy and laity of our 
Church residing in this and in other 
states. From the expressions of grate- 
ful acknowledgment with which we 
have been favoured, we have reason 
to hope that, in many instances, the 


divine blessing has attended these dis-. 


tributions. The usefulness of the 
excellent selection of Tracts adopted 
by our Society, is eminently proved 
by their beneficial effects; and we 
find that the clergy and laity of our 
Church are always rejoiced in be- 
coming the almoners of our bounty. 
Considerable donations have been 
likewise made to the different Prisons, 
Hospitals, and charitable establish- 
ments of our city; likewise to Sun- 
day Schools, and, wherever occasion 
offered, to the crews of vessels. 

At the last anniversary of the So- 
ciety, the Board of Trustees were 
able but imperfectly to state the pro- 
gress of the Committee employed to 
solicit pecuniary aid of the Episcopa- 
lians of our city. They have now 
the pleasure of presenting, in their 
Treasurer’s exhibit, a statement of 
the result of this application. They 
would likewise respectfully refer your 
attention to the same document, for a 
view of the present state of their funds 
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The Board of Trustees, in closing 
this brief narrative of their proceed- 
ings, would respectfully remind Epis- 
copalians of the necessity of contri- 
buting liberally to the funds of the 
Society; and of distributing exten- 
sively the Tracts it has published. 
The objects of our Institution are of 
an interesting character ; and various 
and powerful are the motives which 
ought to influence us in its behalf. 
Let it not be questioned that the dis- 
semination of religious Tracts is pro- 
ductive of benefit. Often, through 
the instrumentality of these heralds, 
has the careless sinner been awakened, 
the profligate reformed, the back- 
slider reclaimed, and the blasphemer 
been taught to adore the God he de- 
spised. As silent missionaries, their 
very appearance procures them ac- 
cess often when the living might 
have sought it in vain. Can motives, 
then, be wanting to augment the 
means, and extend the sphere of our 
usefulness? Surely not. It is to be 
feared, however, that many withhold 
their aid under the pretext of doing 
good on a larger scale. It is to be 
expected that Tract Societies should 
be deemed of less importance than 
those established for the distribution 
of the Bible, with the Church Li- 
turgy, or for the support of mission- 
aries. Our design, however, is so 
closely allied to these, as essentially 
to aid the cause of both. The hope 
is indulged, that there are few indi- 
viduals who rest satisfied with hav- 
ing contributed to these alone, or 
who entertain a doubt of the utility 
of uniting in the relief of spiritual 
penury, through the means of reli- 
gious Tracts. 

Let us, then, be diligent and zeal- 
ous in aid of the important objects 
of our association, and the blessings 
of nim who alone gives efficacy to 
human undertakings, will ever at- 
tend our exertions. 

By order of the Board, 
WILLIAM CREIGHTON, 
Recording Secretary. 


The disbursements during the past year 
have been: 
Paid Sexton for four meetings - 2 00 
For binding Christian Manual - 3 SU 


Report of the P. E. Tract Society. 


Paid Sexton for two meetings - 
For advertising inthe EveningPost 
For advertising in the Gazette - 
Paid Messrs. T. & J. Swords on 
account - - - *« = = « « 
For advertising in the Commercia 
For advertising in the Courier - 
Commission to Collector on one 
hundred and twelve dollars fifty 
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cents, arrears - - - - - - It 25 
Commission to Collector on three 

hundred and fifty-two dollars 

fifty cents - - - - - - - 35 295 
Paid Sexton far two meetings - 1 00 


To balance of disposable fund - 36 14 
To amount of permanent fund - 644 03 


% 899 04 


The credits within the above period 
have been: 
Balance of permanent fund - - 272 99 
Balance of disposable fund - - 28 22 
Received for arrears and annual 

subscriptions - - - - - - 141 00 
Received from Brooklyn Tract So- 

ciety for Tracts sold- - - - 32 00 
Amount of interest on permanent 

fund - - - = - += += «= « 37 08 
Received for life subscriptions - 180 00 
Received for initiation fees - - 91 50 
Received donations - - - - - 116 25 


$899 04 


—_~-_---- 
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Remaining in the Treasury. 
By balance of disposable fund - 36 14 
By amount of permanent fund - 644 03 





Total, $680 17 


The Treasurer of the Protestant 
Episcopal Tract Society, in presenting 
to the Board his annual account of 
receipts and disbursements, respect- 
fully submits the following remarks. 

The great increase which will be 
observed in the permanent fund, is « 
full vindication of the propriety of 
its establishment; and while that fund 
gives present importance and stability 
to the Society, it authorizes us to 
leok forward with proud anticipation 
to the extensive benefits, which, if care- 
fully cherished, it may at some fv 
ture day be the means of —e 

The number of life subscribers, 
which at the last report was six, 
is now increased to eighteen. The 
number of annual subscribers has 
als@ increased from 132 to 170, of 
whom thirty-seven are ladies. 

It is supposed that about fifty names 
should be deducted from the whole 


ees en TET 





























48 Character of Bishop Porteus. [ No. 3. 


subscription list, for abscence, remov- 
als, and other causes which will pre- 
vent the collection of dues; leaving 
only 120 members and subscribers, 
whose dues can fairly be relied on. 
Allowing twenty-five dollars for the 
proportion of interest accruing to the 
disposable from the permanent fund, 
and a small sum which may be re- 
alized from the sale of Tracts, the 
income of the Society for the ensuing 
year may be estimated at 150 dollars. 

It is a just tribute to the exertions 
of Mr. Delanoy, Collector, to state 
that, éxclusive of the arrearages ob- 
tained (amounting to $112 50) and 
of all commissions, our funds have 
received, through him, an accession 
of 306 dollars; and our subscription 
list the addition of twenty-seven an- 
nual, and twelve life subscribers. 

The claim of Messrs. T. & J. 
Swords has been reduced 150 dollars; 
and a small sum has also been placed 
by them to the credit of the Society, 
from the sale of Tracts. I take 
great pleasure in expressing to the 
Board, my individual sense of the 
indulgence of those gentlemen, in 
not pressing their demand in the pre- 
sent state of our Treasury; and my 
confidence that they are disposed to 
suffer the inconvenience of delay in 
the settlement of their accounts, ra- 
ther than to interfere with those re- 
gulations, respecting the distribution 
of its funds, which the Society has 
thought advantageous and wise. 

The balance still remaining in their 
favour, is $371 58; and it is pre- 
sumed that the subscriptions now due, 
together with the sums which may be 
received from other sources at pre- 
sent in contemplation, will enable the 
Society speedily to discharge its debt, 
and to resume with vigour its impor- 
tant objects. 

CORN. R. DUFFIE, Treasurer. 

oe eee 
Cuaracter of Bishop Poatecs. 
(From Chaimers’ Biographical Dictionary.) 

Tus worthy prelate had, for some years, 
been subject to illhealth, which at length 
brought on a general debility, and on the 
14th of May, 1808, he sunk under the 


pressure of accumulated disease, bein 
in the 78th year of his age.. He left be- 


hind him a justly acquired reputation fur 
propriety of conduct, benevolence to the 
clergy, and a strict attention to episcopal 
duties. As a preacher, he obtained the 
character of an accomplished orator; his 
language was chaste, his manner always 
serious, animated, and impressive; and 
his eloquence captivating. He seemed to 
speak from conviction, and, being fully 
persuaded himself of the truth of those 
doctrines which he inculcated, he the 
more readily persuaded others. In pri- 
vate life he was mild, affable, easy of 
access, irreproachable in his morals, of 
a cheerful disposition, and ever ready to 
listen to, and relieve the distresses of his 
fellow-creatures.—Toward the latter part 
of his life, he was accused of becoming 


the persecutor of the Kev. Francis Stone,’ - 


a clergyman of his own diocess, against 
whom he formally pronounced a sentence 
of deprivation for preaching and publish- 
ing a sermon in direct hostility to\ the 
doctrines of the church to which he be- 
longed. Mr. Stone had, for many years, 
avowed his disbelief of the articles of 
faith which he had engaged to defend, 
and for the support of which he had long 
received a handsome income, but no no- 
tice whatever was taken of the unsound- 
ness of his creed; but when he made the 
press the vehicle of disseminating opi- 
nions contrary to the articles of his pA . 
the prelate took the part which was highly 
becoming the high office which he held. 

The benefactions of the bishop of Lon- 
don were numerous, public as well as 
private. While he was living, he trans- 
ferred nearly seven thousand pounds in 
three per cents to the archdeacons of the 
diocess of London, as a permanent fund 
for the relief of the poorer clergy of his 
diocess. He also transferred stock to 
Christ’s College, Cambridge, directing 
the interest arising from it, to be appro- 
priated to the purchase of three gold 
medals, to be annually contended for b 
the students of that college: one medal, 
value fifteen guineas, for the best Latin 
dissertation on any of the chief evidences 
of Christianity; another of the same va- 
lue for the best English composition on 
some moral precept in the Gospel; and 
one of ten guineas, to the best reader in, 
and most constant attendant at chapel. 
He bequeathed his library for the use of 
his successors in the see of London, to- 
gether with a liberal sum towards the ex- 
pense of erecting a building for its re- 
ception at the episcopal palace at Fulham. 
At Hyde-hill, near Sunbridge, in Kent, 
where the bishop had a favourite rural 
retreat, he built a chapel, under which 
he directed his remains to be deposited, 
and he endowed_it with an income of 250’. 
a vear. 
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